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Napoleon made a false move which threw the game more
completely than ever into Bismarck's hands. He demanded
cessions from Baden and Wiirttemberg, as " compensation "
to France for the aggrandisement of Prussia. It had always
been a tradition that these south German states should look to
France for support against masterful neighbours, but Napoleon's
blundering trickery ended all that at a blow. Whatever Bismarck
had said or left unsaid at the Biarritz interview, his reply
was very definite now : Prussia would never consent to the sur-
render of an inch of German soil. Furthermore, by informing
the south German states of Napoleon's demands, he made them
look to Prussia for support against France instead of looking to
France for support against Prussia. They hastened to enter
into " The August Conventions " (1866), by which they agreed
to place their armies under the King of Prussia in the event of
a national war.
§ 141. reconstruction in central europe.—The Austro-
Prussian War opened a new epoch in central Europe. When
Bismarck returned to Berlin he was greeted with enthusiastic
cheers even by people who had hitherto distrusted and disliked
him. The objects of his tortuous foreign policy and of his
defiance of the Reichstag were now plain to all. Prussians were
so intoxicated by the sense of power emanating from the mighty
military machine which his policy had given them that it
required the miseries of the Great War to sober them (at any rate
temporarily). Bismarck used his triumph with characteristic
moderation. He candidly admitted that he had acted uncon-
stitutionally, and asked for an Act of Indemnity, which the
delighted Reichstag readily granted. In the constitution of the
new North German Confederation he provided for a popularly
elected parliament; for he had no objection to a democratic
legislature so long as it did not try to interfere with the actual
work of government. Henceforward he could rely on the
support of the bulk of the nation in his work for the con-
solidation of Germany under Prussian leadership.

